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Childs
Park
backpack
giveaway

No
summer
learning
loss here!

The staff of the new Lew Williams Center for Early Learning are ready for the new school year.
Spelling bee contestant
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Childs Park YMCA held its
annual Achieving Great
Things
Community
Spelling Bee Thurs., July
24 in their multipurpose
room located at 691 43rd
St. S.
The room was pack
with proud but nervous
parents all waiting in anticipation for their child’s
number to be called to step
up to the microphone. The
walk up to the microphone
was only a few feet, but
with a room full of people
watching their every move,
it no doubt felt like a mile.
Most of these kids attended the Childs Park
YMCA Academic Summer
Camp. They were academically focused throughout
the summer, and this
spelling bee was a way to
showcase their talents.
The summer camp supports lessons learned from
the previous school year
and prepares the children
See BEE, page 10

Deborah Figgs-Sanders



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
A new early learning center is set to open up as the
new school year kicks off
Aug. 18, and it will bear
the name of renowned education activist Lew
Williams.

The St. Petersburg
campus of Pinellas Technical Education Center
(pTEC), located at 901
34th St. S., will house the
new educational facility
consisting of an inspired
staff, a community of excited parents and roughly
100 adorable toddlers.

And it’s not too late to
sign up.
“It’s like a little hidden
treasure,” said Susan
Weber, program director
for the new site. Pulling
up to the pTEC building
Weber admits it doesn’t
look like much of a preschool, “but you walk in

and you are like ‘wow.’”
The Lew Williams
Center for Early Learning
has been years in the
making. Since Williams
passed away unexpectedly in 2011, the district
has vowed to pay tribute
to his 40-year career in
See EDUCATION, pages 9

A lifetime of memories now involve SPC
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Yvonne Wilson fondly remembers her childhood
days romping around the
house her grandpa built.
His own sweat beading on
his brow while his hands
worked to not only build
but also remodel the
home he lived in with his
wife, and his two granddaughters that he raised.
“I think if he had gone
to school he would have
been an architect,” said
Wilson who recalls carry-

ing bricks along with her
sister to help out her
grandpa. “It was gorgeous
the way he did it, it was
one of the nicest houses.”
But a few years ago
the house that grandpa
built, the house Wilson
deemed the pride of the
block, was demolished. A
ward of the court after the
passing of both her grandparents some 13 years
ago, the house which
back in the day had a
quaint front porch and
back porch to boot, was
See MEMORIES, page 7

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – It’s
that time again! Summer is
quickly winding down, so
you know what that
means…the Childs Park
YMCA, located at 691 43rd
St. S., is prepping for its
semiannual backpack and
school supply giveaway.
This great opportunity
will take place Sat., Aug. 16
from 9 -11:00 a.m. As usual,
each child who shows up
will receive one free backpack loaded with supplies
such as a composition
book, loose-leaf paper and
folders. Basics such as pencils, pens and erasers are
also thrown in for all ages.
What makes the backpack and school supply
giveaway so unique at
Childs Park YMCA is the
breakout stations. Depending on whether your child
is gearing up for elementary or going into middle or
high school, there is a special table set up for everyone.
“We try to get them
everything that they need
for the first day,” said Executive Director Deborah
Figgs-Sanders of the Childs
Park YMCA. Twice a year
she heads up the supply
drive to ensure that local
See BACKPACK, page 8

Yvonne Wilson


                                                                   

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Raising children in south St. Pete
Praise the Lord.
Continuing from where I left off last
week, when a person tries to convince
me they have the solution to a problem,
there are some key elements that must
be in place in order for me to even consider if it has merit.
You have to have past evidence
based off unbiased, transparent and specific factors that went into determining
these results.
Some politicians are notorious for
using tactics that skew the truth and if
you’re not careful, you will make a decision based on sugarcoated, watered
down statements.
Don’t try to convince me how to be a
better dad if you are a deadbeat dad, or
you are not the custodial parent or you
haven’t raised your own from infancy to
young adulthood. Weekend warriors
might work in the military but not in parenting. Don’t try to tell me how to be a
great or better husband when you have
divorce in your rear view mirror multiple times or you are single or “shacking.” Another myth that gets my goat is
the belief that age denotes wisdom.
Wisdom is rightly applied knowledge through experiences and has no
age limit. God rose up David over Saul
because Saul thought he could do whatever he wanted and God would honor it.
Hence, 1 Sam 15: 10-28 shows this is not
the case. You must do it God’s way if you
want what He promised.
Obedience trumps sacrifice all day
long. You can be in a position for over 40
years but that doesn’t mean you are the
wisest and always know the best way of
dealing with issues. If you are still at that
same position, same level, then all you
have done is proven that you have perseverance and “stickability.”
The way my mom raised me and my
brothers would not have worked for my
kids today. Different generation demands we use a different methodology.
No one said anything about compromising the standards because it’s not necessary.
That’s almost like someone that
grew up in the middle class trying to explain to someone like me that grew up
in the projects how or why a particular
issue or problem exists and how to correct it.
Your thesis is flawed because you are
missing vital factors that contributed to
the development of the problem. You are
unaware of the roots and what has been
fed to the roots that developed the problem.
I remember in the movie Malcolm X
when the white student walked up to
him and asked what she could do to
help. She meant well and probably was
genuine in her statement, but he knew
that her background made her inept and
without intensive extensive teachings on
the black race, her attempt would be in
vain.

Let’s get to the heart of the matter;
can you say generational curses, the
Willie Lynch letter, transitional extinction and economic deprivation and cultural ignorance?
Generational curses are not fairy
tales or folklore, quite the contrary.
They are real, did exist and still to this
very day are ever present in the lives of
the black community. It would only take
just a mere glance at our societal breakdown to see the evidence of its existence
and its demonstrative effects in our
lives.
I’m not a betting man anymore but I
can almost guarantee if we all researched our genealogy, we would not
have any problems discovering one instance of it within our little family trees.
Where did they spawn from you say?
From the Garden of Eden and the Willie
Lynch letter. In the Garden, man decided to step down from his divine position given to him by God and heeded to
the instructions of his helpmate and
prior to that chose to remain silent when
deceptive words were being spoken.
While some try to say that the Willie
Lynch letter doesn’t exist, I would beg
to differ. It seems quite the coincidence
that the very essence of the letter and its
content are still practiced today. Again,
affect the roots, you control the outcome.
I hear many say that the definition of
insanity is to continue doing the same
thing with the expectation of getting a
different result. Food for thought: those
that are deemed insane do not have control of their thoughts or actions. There
is another term we used in the Marines
but it’s a bit more harsh but more accurate.
We have got to turn this epidemic upside down and create a paradigm shift in
order for things to conform to what we
are attempting to achieve. (Rom 12: 2)
You can’t bridge a gap when you
aren’t knowledgeable or equipped with
the necessary tool and materials to start
the construction of that span. If there
was an answer here before, why hasn’t
it been introduced in over 30 years? I
can only speak to the past 25 years but
these problems have been here long before I arrived.
Stay tuned as I discuss further these
societal viruses and how we begin to address them and develop antidotes to free
our neighbors, communities, and ultimately our kids.
As I close, please understand this
one thing, I’m not competing to get
more readers , I’m addressing plagues
that have hindered our communities for
over 25 years and suggesting remedies
that will guide us all in the right direction towards winning our kids back.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob
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believes that America can
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antagonism when it accords to
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An aspiring artist’s trip of a lifetime
BY AALIYAH BUCHANAN
Guest Writer

July 22, 2014, 11:30 p.m.
Dear Diary,
I began my day bright and
early at the hour of 4 a.m. My
father and I boarded the plane
at 8:30 a.m. and arrived at the
La Guardia Airport at about
10:45 a.m. It was cheaper to get
a private car, so we got to ride a
limo to the hotel! I could immediately tell the difference between driving in St. Pete and
driving in New York. They’re
polar opposites! I made a mental note that I would never purchase or drive a car in New
York.
We arrived at the Pod 51
hotel at 11:30 a.m. but our
room wouldn’t be ready until 2
p.m. We put our bags in storage and went out to explore the
city. While we were out we got
burgers at Schnipper’s (Best
Burgers Ever!), and walked
around the city until we hit
Times Square. I was enjoying
myself until a man in a Statue
of Liberty suit put this crazy
costume on me then had the
NERVE to charge us $5 for the
picture my dad took! I was so
annoyed.
We got back to the hotel at
2:30 p.m. and our room was finally ready. It’s so small and
cute! There isn’t even a bathroom in the room we have to
use the bathrooms down the
hall. My dad’s pretty upset
about that but I don’t mind. We
relaxed for about 3 hours then
took the subway and railroad
to Long Island to visit my dad’s
brother. They sat outside and
talked for a long time while I
was kept company by his
brother’s wife and watched the
news (which actually seemed

to be more interesting than the
news in St.Pete). We ate macaroni salad and barbecue wings
then left at 8:15 p.m. because
we didn’t want to have to walk
back to the railroad in the dark.
July 23, 2014, 11:30 p.m.
Dear Diary,
Today was the day I toured
Juilliard. The school was a lot
smaller than I anticipated but I
liked it. The atmosphere was
very close-knit. The tour guide
was down-to-earth and every
single room in the school was
so beautiful! I wish we were allowed to take pictures of the
tour.
My favorite room was the
largest theatre in the school,
which can seat 907 people. I
loved how large the stage was.
I was imagining myself performing on it while the tour
guide was speaking. Touring
Juilliard made me think back
on how I was sure I was going
there as a little girl. But now I’m
not so sure. You have to be 200
percent dedicated to your craft
to get into Juilliard. I don’t think
I’m that dedicated to anything.
I just want art to continue to be
a part of my life.
When 8 p.m. came around,
my dad and I met up with a few
artists in New York originally
from St.Pete for an interview. It
was really nice to see them
again. I already knew most of
them from Chocolate Nutcracker. We all hung out until
about 9:30 p.m. then went our
separate ways. My dad took
my sister (also an artist from
St.Pete) and me to Schnipper’s
and we chatted until about
10:30. We said our goodbyes
and that was the end of another
successful day in New York. I
love this place.

July 24, 2014, 12 a.m.
Dear Diary,
We moved from the hotel
to Long Island to with my dad’s
brother and let me tell you —
my arms are now 10 times
stronger because of me having
to lug my huge suitcase from
one place to another. Before we
changed locations, we toured
New York University. I really
like the open community feel
of the college. There’s also an
option to create your own
major and that was very appealing to me considering I
have no idea what I want to do
in college and I like to do my
own thing. Unfortunately, I didn’t have a chance to eat breakfast so all I could think about
during the tour was that Tree
Haus omelet in my bag. The
rest of the evening, I relaxed in
the guest room and discovered
a cable network called GSN…
I think I’m obsessed!
July 25, 2104, 11:00 p.m.
Dear Diary,
Today I had the opportunity to tour the famous Alvin
Ailey School and sit in during a
Horton class. This was another
dream school of mine. But,
again, I wasn’t feeling it. Alvin
Ailey is an amazing school with
phenomenal teachers…I just
didn’t feel that light switch go
off in my head. I really did expect a different reaction out of
myself but all I can do now is
be grateful.
I’m very grateful that I’m
getting a chance to experience
these schools and now be
made aware of what I really
want. I appreciate my dad making these tours happen for me.
If it weren’t for him, I would
have been stuck in my “ignorance is bliss” phase all the way

up until it will be time for me to
pack my bags for college and
kiss St.Pete goodbye.
At 7 p.m. I returned to the
Alvin Ailey School and took a
hip-hop class. It was tight! I really need to get into hip-hop
back at home. Or maybe, just
maybe, I could teach classes.
Hm, definitely something to
think about.
July 26, 2014, 1 a.m.
Dear Diary,
Today I toured Pace University, my father’s Alma matter. The tour guides were
amazing and a lot of components of the school seemed
very flexible. I just wish we
could have gotten to see more
of the inside of the school. I’m
now laying on a futon in my sister’s living room watching
Kevin Hart. Today was very
enjoyable because I got the
chanced to stay over at my sister’s apartment for the night.

We walked around Harlem,
got some amazing natural
smoothies, got Golden Krust
and sat on her couch and
talked from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Harlem is a lot calmer than
mid-town Manhattan in a
sense. Harlem is like south
Pinellas County. All the brothas
and sistas, just a lot of black culture. In mid-town Manhattan, if
you live there, you’re wealthy.
There are always plenty of
wealthy business people walking around that area. I finally
met my sister’s boyfriend, who
I could tell right off the bat is a
very genuine soul, and we
showed each other a few
videos on YouTube. I introduced her to “ThisIsACommentary” and she introduced
me to British rap music. British
rap music seems to have a lot
more substance to it. I wonder
how long that’s going to last!
July 27, 2104, 12:30 a.m.

Dear Diary,
My trip is now coming to a
close and reflecting back on
everything that’s happened I
can honestly say it was the best
vacation I’ve been on in a while.
I’ve learned that even though
I’m from St. Pete I definitely
have the heart of a city girl and
have no problem calling New
York home.
We will be leaving the city
tomorrow at noon and be
home by 2:30 p.m. Though my
time here was amazing and fulfilling, I miss my bed and my
friends, so I’m ready to go back
home. I’ve decided I’m not
going to school in New York
but it’s almost a given that I’ll be
moving out here after I finish
college. I’ll be back soon New
York!
What did you do on your
summer break? Submit your
story at editor@theweeklychallenger.com

Primary Election
August 26, 2014
Five things you need to know to be election ready –
1. Florida is a Closed Primary State: Only voters registered with a political party may vote in that party’s
primary. Registration deadline - July 28 for new registrations and party affiliation changes.
2. All voters can vote by mail. All eligible mail ballots are included in final election results. To vote at your
convenience, request a mail ballot by visiting www.votepinellas.com or by calling (727) 464-VOTE (8683).
Ballots can be returned by mail or dropped off at any drop-off location, but must be received by 7 p.m.
Election Day.
3. To avoid delays, bring photo and signature ID to the polls and make sure the Elections Office has your
current name, address and signature
4. Early Voting is available at any Elections Office
NEW Days and Hours (Varies by County)
August 16 – 24
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday-Sunday
Locations
13001 Starkey Rd., Largo (Starkey Lakes Corporate Center)
315 Court St., Room 117, Clearwater (Courthouse)
501 1st Ave. N., St. Petersburg
5. On Election Day, voters must vote in the precincts in which they live. Precinct, voting districts and
polling place information can be found on your current voter information card or online by selecting
“Find Your Precinct” at www.votepinellas.com.

Deborah Clark
Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections
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Faith-based literacy
programs
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Faith Based Program
(FBP) serves youth from
elementary to high school
residing in the Childs Park
community and its surrounding south St. Petersburg neighborhoods in zip
codes 33701, 33705, 33707,
33710, 33711, 33712 and
33713.
These organizations are
committed to promoting literacy and supporting the
achievement of all children
through this community
service initiative.
The FBP aids participants by providing literacy
and tutoring assistance,
computer labs, homework
assistance, interactive literacy activities, peer-to-peer
mentoring and youth leadership training. They provide a safe place for
participants to acquire additional knowledge, learn
positive behavior and foster
a positive attitude towards,
themselves, their education

and others year round.
The FBP is operated
through the James B.
Sanderlin Neighborhood
Family Center (SNFC), and
funded by the JWB Children’s Services Council of
Pinellas County.
For more information
please feel free to contact
Donna Welch, Program Coordinator at (727) 459-4547.
• Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church
3455 26th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33711
• Christ Gospel Church
Educational Center
2554 22nd Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33712
• Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church
3940 18th Ave S.,
St. Petersburg, 33711

• Southside Tabernacle
Baptist Church
3647 18th Ave. N.,
St. Petersburg, 33712
• St. Petersburg Islamic
Center
3762 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, 33711
• Mariners Pointe
Apartment Complex
1175 Pinellas Pointe
Drive S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
• Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist Church
Family Resource Center
1800 18th Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Opening September 3,
2013
Program hours of operation are Mondays - Thursdays between 3:30 p.m. and
7 p.m.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS



727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713



H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access



Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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Black Author and Business Showcase
ST. PETERSBURG — In
support of National Black
Business Month this month,
which was founded by Frederick E. Jordan and William
Templeton from California
over 11 years ago, Urban Exposure Inc., is the Presenter
and Organizer of the Tampa
Bay Black Authors and Business Showcase.
The St. Petersburg Museum of History welcomes 35
black authors and more than 35
black businesses and non-profits this Sat., Aug. 9. The purpose
of this event is to introduce
black authors and business
people to each other and to the
community in order to create
economic empowerment.
Guest speakers, live entertainment and the children’s
free book giveaways and storytelling each hour on the
hour are all a part of this inspiring event. The event will be
free to the public from 9-4
p.m. and is planned to target
several hundred attendees.
The museum will open
at 9 a.m., at which time
you may browse and meet authors and vendors. The actual
program begins at10 a.m. with
the City of St. Petersburg
Urban Affairs Manager Nikki
Gaskin-Capehart bringing
greetings from the city. Parking is in the Dolphin parking
lot at $3 per carload, for all day
parking.
Sharon Tubbs, an author
and former reporter/editor
with the Tampa Bay Times is
facilitating the free “Author’s
Workshop,” which begins
at 10:15 a.m. At the same time,
in the main Flight Gallery author Donald Dowridge will
give the “Power of Being a
Winner” 30-minute speech,

 


  

which is also the title of his autobiography to inspire and motivate attendees.
Author Christopher Stignil
is traveling all the way from
Philadelphia with his book
“Race, Faith & Politics.” While
Jay Lee, motivational speaker
who is originally from Washington, D.C. will speak about
his book “Change Your Mind,
Change Your Life.”
Last but not least Kentrell
Martin, an award-winning children’s book author, will be appearing at 10:45 a.m. His first
two titles, “Shelly’s Outdoor
Adventures” and “Shelly Goes
to the Zoo,” are published by
Shelly’s Adventures, a company that provides parents and
their children with reading
material that teaches American Sign Language (ASL) and
increases fluency. He reconnected with his ASL roots and
love of Deaf culture, which
began at the age of four after
being introduced to the language by his Deaf brother. As
a result, Shelly’s Adventures
was born!
Martin feels empowered
to help bridge the gap between the Deaf and hearing
world and firmly believes that
the children are our future.
“The earlier they are introduced to another language
and culture, the greater the
likelihood that they will be re-

ceptive to it as they grow
older,” he said.
After researching National
Black Business Month, Rinita
Anderson, Urban Exposure’s
CEO had the idea to promote
literacy among all ages, especially in the black community,
and showcase black authors
and businesses that support
local literacy initiatives. She
partnered with numerous organizations such as 100 Black
Men of Tampa Bay and the
featured literacy partner is the
non-profit Literacy Council of
St. Petersburg, which will be
the recipient of a donation
from Rebecca Stewart, cosponsor, at the close of the
event.
The St. Petersburg Museum of History is located at
335 Second Ave. North, downtown St. Pete., on the approach
to the Pier. The contact number for the museum is 727-8941052. This showcase supports
the focus of National Black
Business Month, which is to
encourage consumers to buy
from local black businesses in
August, and beyond.
Rebecca Stewart of
Remax Metro is the co-sponsor of this event. 1150am
WTMP and The Weekly Challenger newspaper are the primary media partners, who
helped to get the word out.

Elementary Schools
Bardmoor
Lakewood
Sandy Lane
Bay Vista
Lealman
Seminole
Blanton
McMullen Booth
74th Street
Cross Bayou
New Heights
Shore Acres
Eisenhower
Nina Harris ESE
Skyview
Fairmount
Pasadena
Southern Oak
Gulfport
Pinellas
Park Stephens, P.B. ESE
(7 am - 6 pm)
High Point
Rawlings
Sutherland
Kings Highway
Ridgecrest
Walsingham
Lakeview
Sanderlin

Middle Schools
(7 am-6 pm)
John Hopkins MS
*Morgan Fitzgerald MS
Tyrone MS
*Thurgood Marshall
Fund. MS
*Oak Grove MS
*Dunedin MS
YMCA – St. Pete
(727) 895-9622
Azalea
Bay Point
Bear Creek
Campbell Park
Gulf Beaches
Jamerson
Lynch
Maderia
Maximo
Melrose
Mt. Vernon
North Shore
Northwest
Perkins
Pinellas Central
Sawgrass Lake
Sexton
Westgage
Woodlawn
Middle School 7-6 pm
Bay Point
Pinellas Park
Madeira Beach
Fundamental
Meadowlawn

Suncoast –
(727) 467-9622
6:30 am - 6 pm
Brooker Creek
Anona
Curlew Creek
Bauder
Cypress Woods
Belcher
Davis
Belleair
Forest Lakes
Curtis Fundamental
Highland Lakes
Frontier
Lake St. George
Fuguitt
Oldsmar Oakhurst
Ozona Orange Grove
Safety Harbor
Plumb
Sunset Hills
Skycrest
Tarpon Fundamental
Starkey
Tarpon Springs
Perkins
Pinellas Central
Middle Schools
(7- 6 pm)
Clearwater
*Largo Middle
*Tarpon Springs
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College campus to serve Midtown

2014-15
School Supply List

From MEMORIES, page 1

just a ramshackle of cement and wood.
“It was home,” she said
remembering how the residents of the area were all a
close-knit bunch. How
everybody knew everybody. “There was a lot of
love in there.”
Still living in St. Petersburg on the south side of
town, Wilson made a point
once the house started deteriorating to avoid the
land where she once grew
up, its vacancy too much
for her to bear. And even
though she still attends the
same church along Ninth
Avenue South and 21st
Street that she did when
she was little, Wilson
would cringe when she
had to witness all her
grandpa’s hard work
amount to a deserted plot
just whistling in the wind.
The oak tree she once
planted along with her sister regally standing there,
a reminder of what once
was.
But not anymore.
Wilson realized as she
entered St. Petersburg College (SPC) along 22nd Avenue South to see about
signing up for classes, that
the new Midtown campus
was scheduled to be built
right over her grandpa’s
plot. Right where her old
house used to stand.
Wilson admits her
grandparents never walked
through the doors of a college, not even graduating
high school. But the idea
that the land they used to

own is now the future site
of some 45,000 square feet
of concrete block, brick
and mortar – an institution
that stands for learning at
its best – is something she
knows her grandparents
would be tickled pink to
hear.
“I’m just happy,” Wilson said although she still
feels sad with the way her
childhood home just
ebbed away. “I’m just
happy there is something
good that came out of it.”
And although the oak
tree that she held dear for
so long was uprooted in
preparation for the new
SPC campus, Wilson has
other memories to hold
onto. Raised on religion,
there was a lot of prayer
going on. “My granddaddy
was the one that actually
kept the family together,”
she said as she recalled
family dinners, birthday
parties and going to Sunday service.
Now Wilson is hoping
having a college on her old
stomping grounds will
bring the high quality to
the neighborhood that it
deserves. That it has been
lacking since its heyday in
the 50s and 60s. “When a
college is going up in the
area, it can’t be anything
but for the better,” said Wilson. Such is progress.
At 55, Wilson wants to
finally fulfill her dream of
becoming a nurse. “It’s always been my passion,”
she said, “but life somehow
or another just keeps you

Artist rendering of new Midtown campus.
from doing your passion in
life.”
Wilson tried twice before to earn her degree,
only to give up her dream
to marry and then again
when she fell ill trying to
do too much as once. “Too
many irons in the fire,” said
Wilson.
And now not only may
her dream of heading back
to school come true, but
the icing on the cake will
be walking through the
doors of the new college
knowing that she used to
once call it home.
“Knowing me I would
be like, ‘this was my room
right here, this is the
kitchen,’” she joked thinking how neat it would be
walking through the prestigious hallways of the
school.
The modern glass windows designed to overlook
the four-acre campus
would probably not even
phase Wilson who may
strike up a tune humming
the old church hymns
grandpa would sing as he

read his bible, sitting on
the porch late at night.
Perhaps when she sits
down in the newly constructed library to read
over her notes, visions of
when she was a little girl
hoarding the one and only
bathroom in the house in
order to read her favorite
book, to the ire of her
grandpa, will fill her head.
Yes, when the college
stands there promising its
new patrons bustling
around the corridors the
hopes of laying a foundation for their new lives, Wilson will have other things
on her mind. “It will always
be home,” she said, a reminder of an old life that
paved the foundation of her
future.
The $14 million SPC
Midtown campus, which
will be named after Douglas I. Jamerson, Jr., a former state legislator and
Florida Education Commissioner, is set to be finished in March of next year
with the new classes
scheduled for May 2015.

Note: Parents are encouraged to contact their
child’s assigned school or visit the school website
for specific supply information. Some schools send
home grade-specific information the first day of
school. The items listed below are basic supplies
and are not necessarily mandatory.
Elementar y-Primar y (K-2) Elementar yIntermediate (3-5)
• 1 pkg. (12 pack) #2 pencils 1 pkg. (24 pack)
#2 pencils
• 1 pencil box (prefer 5x8 size) 1 zippered pencil
pouch
• 2 rubber erasers 2 pkgs. (200ct.) wide rule
• 5 various color folders (2 pocket, 3 prong)
5 various color folders (2 pocket, 3 prong)
• 2 composition or spiral notebooks (wide rule)
2 composition books (wide rule)
• 1 box of Crayola Crayons 16/24 count 1 box of
colored pencils
• 1 pkg. (3 pack) glue sticks 1 pkg. (3 pack)
glue sticks
• 1 pair blunt scissors 1 pair pointed scissors
• 2 highlighters 2 highlighters
• 1 1” 3-ring binder 1 1” 3-ring binder
Middle School
• 1 pkg. (24 count) #2 pencils
• 1 box (12 count) colored pencils
• 1 zippered pencil pouch
• 1 pencil hand-held sharpener
• 1 ruler with inch/cm. markings
• 1 pkg. college ruled notebook paper
• 12 various color folders (2 pockets & 3 prongs)
• 2 pkgs. notebook dividers
• 2 composition books
• Blue and Black ink pens (1 each brought daily)
High School
• 1 pkg. (24 count) #2 pencils
• 1 ruler with inch/cm. markings
• 6 pkgs. college ruled notebook paper
• 7 various color folders (2 pockets & 3 prongs)
• 2 pkgs. (100 count) 3x5 index cards
• 2 pkgs. notebook dividers
• 1 4-function calculator
• 1 pkg. graph paper
• Blue and black ink pens (1 each brought daily)

                      

BUSINESS DIRECTORY



Hires Hairstyling



3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face



Call (727) 642-7475

   



  

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com






LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg






(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”

 











  





 

 















7

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2014

COMMUNITY NEWS
Backpack giveaway goes mobile
From BACKPACK, page 1

kids are well prepared for
school. “I try to do more
than just the backpack, to
make it as complete as we
can.”
Each event FiggsSanders holds is a success
and this one will be no exception. Vendors and local
groups will be on hand offering important information and services to the
general public.
Sigma Gamma Rho
Sorority for instance is set
to give out free books to the
children in attendance.
Amerigroup will also be
there along with AKA
Sorority ZUO Chapter and
others such as the Juvenile
Welfare Board who will be
there providing information. There is no obligation
for families to talk to vendors and whatever services
they provide are at no cost
to the families as well.
For the kids, there will
be face painting; sponsor
Tampa Bay Rays is sending
along their mascot Raymond to entertain families,
and of course, a bouncy
house will be on the premises. In addition, Figgs-

Sanders is excited that the
summer food program will
be at the event with free
lunches and refreshments
for the children.
“The sooner I can serve
the families, the better I can
get them in and get them
out,” said Figgs-Sanders
who hopes families will
enjoy themselves, but plans
to guide them through the
process. Her goal is to
make it as efficient as possible and prevent families
from having to wait in line
for long periods in the heat
of the day. “Generally we
can do 500 backpacks in
two hours.”
Figgs-Sanders works
tirelessly throughout the
year to ensure that each
backpack giveaway is a success. She spends countless
hours lining up sponsors to
donate funds and materials
for each event and is overjoyed at the positive response
from
the
community.
“It takes a lot of work,
but I definitely don’t mind
doing it,” she said absolutely gushing over her
major sponsors: the Pinel-

las County Sheriff’s Department, Rays Foundation
and Old Navy. “My goal is
to keep doing it while I
can.”
Since seeing an overwhelming response from
corporations and private
donors such as County
Commissioner Ken Welch,
she decided to do something a little different this
time around. For families
that may have difficulties
traveling to the Childs Park
YMCA location, two mobile
units will be outfitted with
some
200
backpacks
stuffed full of supplies.
From noon to 1 p.m. on
Aug. 16, the Northside
Boys and Girls Club of the
Suncoast, located at 1035
Burlington Ave. N., will
have a YMCA bus parked
at their location handing
out backpacks to residents.
Also, the Carter G. Woodson African American Museum, located at 2240 9th
Ave. S. in Jordan Park, will
also have a bus stationed in
their lot for those in need of
supplies.
Excited about the mobile sites, Figgs-Sanders

Hair It Is Salon Presents
The 2nd Annual Alopecia Awareness Seminar

When: Sat., Sept. 6 • 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Where: South Branch Public Library
2300 Roy Hanna Dr. S., St. Petersburg
Free Healthy Lunch Will Be Provided
This Year’s These is “Planting Your Fruits”
DOOR PRIZES
Candle Light Visual • Scalp Annalist
Health Screening • Balloon Release
R.S.V.P. Only
Kinky Caps Alopecia Care
P.O. Box 13613
St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Silvering Hope Foundation
1834 49th St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

kinkycaps@yahoo.com

silverlininghopefoundation@gmail.com

1-855-427-4849

727-328-26123

2012 backpack giveaway
hopes children will see
their bus and show up. “I
just wanted to take it outside of the boundaries and
move it around,” she said.
“Help some of the families
that may not have transportation to get to some of
the wonderful giveaways.”
But she urges families
to get there early and on
time. Although there are
enough supplies for everyone, “We’ve never run out
of backpacks,” the times
are set in stone. She said

each year there are stragglers and they hate to turn
any family away, but with
the mobile units set to take
off to their locations across
the city, the YMCA site will
be closing their doors
promptly at 11 a.m.
Figgs-Sanders hopes in
the future to combine resources with some of the
other backpack giveaways
throughout the city to help
ensure that every family in
need is provided for. But for
now, she is content with

helping out who she can.
Her goal this season is to
reach 1,000 children.
“I think it’s a wonderful
thing,” she said. “You just
have to give and just pray
for the best.”
Volunteers are still
needed, especially at the
mobile
sites.
FiggsSanders asks anyone interested to give her a call at
the Childs Park YMCA.
You can reach her at 727209-9622.
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Getting a head start on a good education
From EDUCATION, page 1

education, both as an instructor and a Pinellas
County School Board member.
The Lew Williams Project was quickly formed
concentrating its efforts on
eliminating the achievement gap by providing
quality early Head Start
and Head Start programs
for families living in
poverty. R’Club Child Care,
known mostly for it’s before and after school programs, has partnered with
Pinellas County Schools,
Welfare
the
Juvenile
Board, Early Learning
Coalition of Pinellas and
Lutheran Services Florida
in order to create educational opportunities for children aged 1 to 4.
Staff, consisting of personnel from the various
partners, to include four
Pinellas County certified
teachers, are set to embark
on a school year filled with
creativity and meeting the
standards set up for children in the early education
program.
“The whole atmosphere
of the staff is so surrounded by this idea of
what
Lew
Williams
wanted,” said Weber as she
discussed plans for the curriculum and the overall vision that Williams’ wife
shared with employees. “It
kind of just lit a fire under
the staff, like this is what I
want to do too.”
All teachers at the
school have a bachelor’s
degree or higher and their

assistants are required to
have at least a child development associative degree.
An achievement not all
preschools can live up to.
Low student to teacher ratios are also in effect with
two teachers per eight children for one year olds and
two teachers per 10 children for two year olds. For
three year olds there are
two teachers for every 16
toddlers and those aged
four have two teachers per
18 children.
Weber credits their ability to keep ratios low as a
product of partnering with
multiple agencies, all working to fund the huge endeavor
of
educating
children at an early age.
Classrooms are geared
toward showcasing student
created works and provide
everything needed for the
early students to engage in
learning. On aspect of the
school that Weber hopes
will set them apart from
other preschools is the implementation of family style
dining.
“We have to go out of
the box,” Weber said discussing the plans for the
upcoming school year.
Even one year olds will
be taught how to scoop
their food and pour their
own drink into a cup, and
with the room set up to promote independence, families will see their children
reaching those educational
milestones quickly.
“He was just squealing
with delight,” said Weber

L-R, teachers Naketa Bullard, Deborah Washington,
Dominique Brunelle and Alyssa Petrino
recounting the turnaround
of a reluctant one year old
brought to the center for
signup by his grandmother.
After seeing the classroom
and all that it had to offer,
including the tot-sized sink
set at his perfect height,
the jubilant youngster was
hardly able to control himself. “He didn’t want to
leave.”
Pre-Head Start and
Head Start programs are in
session at the center from 8
- 4 p.m. Extended hours for
parents who work or attend
school are also offered for
those in need, and for a
small fee, starting from
6:30 a.m. through 6 p.m.
So what does a group of
toddlers do with themselves all day at school?
Well according to Weber,
quite a lot. Classrooms are
set up for milestones associated with each age level
and children are encouraged to learn age-appropri-

ate skills in a creative and
fun environment.
“The sole purpose of
the school is to have them
prepared for kindergarten
with the foundation of the
skills that they need to be
successful,”
explained
Weber who feels a Head
Start program is essential
for children, especially
those in low income situations, so that they gain the
necessary tools to be successful in their early educational years and continue
learning efficiently through
college. “That means providing a healthy start early
on, but also having the parents to meet their needs.”
Family involvement is
not only promoted at the
Lew Williams Center for
Early Learning, it’s required. Parents are expected to volunteer at least
five hours a year either inside the school or performing outside duties. Monthly

parent meetings will be offered with the expectation
of parents attending at least
six of them. Big family
events are also planned
throughout the school year
and families are asked to
show up to at least one.
“It’s all about building
the relationship and connecting with the child,” said
Weber who also requires
her staff to conduct home
visits in order to make that
home/school connection
with parents and the students in their classroom
each day. “So if there is a
need, they have a connection and maybe it’s easier to
address.”
The school is staffed to
provide additional services
that other preschools in the
area may not be set up for.
Health screenings to include vision, hearing and
dental are available, with
personnel even set to assist
families who may be in cri-

Susan Weber
sis.
“We’ll have resources
available,” said Weber who
feels the center is equipped
to help families enrolled in
the program deal with such
issues as homelessness
and domestic violence.
Two family community specialists are assigned to the
site and can also assist in
solving more immediate issues. “If a child’s not sleeping on a bed because of
lack of money, we will look
for a bed for that child.”
The Lew Williams Center for Early Learning is
still open for registration.
Although signup for one
and two year olds has
reached capacity, there is
still room for three and four
year olds. The open spots
are sure to go quickly, so
for more information or if
you want to schedule a
tour, email Susan Weber at
sweber@rclub.net or call
727-914-4935.
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One big, bad bee
From BEE, page 1

for the next.
And prepared is exactly
what these kids were. You
could see it in their eyes as
they sauntered across the
stage that they were prepared for whatever words
were thrown at them.
Doing the word throwing this year was Pinellas
County School Board
Member Rene Flowers
who also served as mistress of ceremonies.
Each year this event
gets larger and larger with
notable guess sitting in to
officiate. This year the top
educator in the county
stopped by to keep time for
the illustrious bee. Pinellas
County Schools Superintendent Dr. Michael Grego
could be seen gushing over
the adorable tots.
To track when a student
had been eliminated from
the competition and to ensure accuracy of the winners, Kyesha Robinson of
Lutheran Services was
there wearing a huge
smile. And, Vice President
of Operations for the
YMCA of Greater St. Petersburg, Michael Batiato,
was the keeper of words
making sure that the students correctly spelled the
word that was given to
them.
Starting with the pre-K
class, these adorable
youngsters had not even
reached kindergarten. This
small category only had

three contestants: Malia
Cromartie, Jayla Cummings and Joseph Cummings. The first round of
words was kid’s play to
these three cuties. They all
quickly spelled them with
no hesitation, but once the
words started getting a little harder they started to
crumble one by one.
Anyone who knows
Flowers knew her heart
would break for the babies,
so she took mistress of ceremony privileges and announced that all three
pre-K contestants would receive a trophy, and the
crowd went wild.
The next group of children had to have completed kindergarten in the
2013-14 school year (level
one). The words got a little
harder but Aiden Newton,
Spencer Belnavis and
Der’reon Turner weathered the storm to be the
last three standing. The
word
“eleven”
took
Der’reon down to leave
Spencer the winner.
The next level of children (level two) to compete
had to have completed first
grade and going into second. The competition in
this category was stiff.
When the dust finally settled, there were only three
standing: Jade Bridges,
Mikal Morris and Anthonio
Newton.
Not even large compound words could trip

them up. When Flowers
called out a word that was a
homophone, Anthonio was
quick to ask for a sentence.
He knew the trickery of the
bee and that’s why he won
his category. Mikal Morris
came in second and Jade
Bridges third.
If you thought the first
two groups of competitors
were tough, the second
graders going into the third
grade could be compared
to watching a tennis match.
The last three standing,
Morgan Kincade, Keyon
Carbart and Makayla
Miller, bounced words
back and forth off the
judges’ heads with the
greatest of ease. When the
dust settled, Makayla was
the victor, leaving Keyon in
second place and Morgan
in third.
The third grade going
into fourth grade category
saw increasingly harder
words. The word “thirst”
took down four kids in one
fell swoop. Matthias Furse,
Matthew Barfield and
Amari Campbell showed little regard for the clock on
the wall. As the appointed
time for the bee to be over
came and went, these three
were still locked in a war of
attrition. In the end, however, Amari Campbell sat
down her competitors as
she did last year.
The fourth grade going
into fifth grade category
words were so hard that

the first word took down
four right out of the gate,
but that didn’t stop Olivia
Delancy, Marrio James and
Jenesis Richardson. These
three came to play. Words
such as “extravagant” and
“detrimental” were of no
consequence to them. In
the end there could be only
one, and that one was Jenesis. She too won in her category last year.
Now there can’t be a
bee without controversy,
and this year was no different. To “e” or not to “e,”
that was the question. The
word was “judgment,” and
two kids in the fifth grade
going into sixth grade category spelled it “judgement”
with an “e” after the “g” and
were eliminated. A parent
in the audience contested
the ruling stating that
Wikipedia spells it with an
“e.”
After the judges conferred, they decided to uphold the original ruling of
no “e.” Even though it was
found both ways on the internet, the list of words that
the children were given to
study off of had it as “judgment” with no “e.”
Former city councilmember Flowers, who
was embroiled in controversy with last year’s bee,
had to calm the audience
saying, “It is important as
adults that we follow the
same rules that we give
the kids. I am not discred-

iting anyone but I think it is
only appropriate because I
know the children were
giving the list and it was on
the website without the “e.”
I understand if someone in
the audience doesn’t agree,
but I think it is only appropriate that I go by the list
that the children studied
from.”
With that judgment,
Kendrick Gordon was the
first place winner, last
year’s first place winner,
Michael Barfield, came in
second and Imani Pennywell came in third.
Executive Director of
the Childs Park YMCA
Deborah Figgs-Sanders
wrapped up the evening

with these wise words: “All
of the children were winners…they all practice and
all wanted to be in first
place, but just the fact that
you were brave and bold
enough to get on this stage
proves that you are all winners.”
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Teacher of the Year Award
ST. PETERSBURG –
Linda Mobley had a big
surprise in her email
inbox. An email that read:
“You have been nominated as best teacher of
the year for Blanton Elementary School” made
her think that someone
was playing a joke on her
until she saw that it came
from the Pinellas County
School Board.
“I was touched with
joy and amazement that I
was chosen from all the
many substitute teachers
that taught here. It’s wonderful to be recognized
for your work. No matter
the challenge, I was
there. The staff was very
supportive of us, and they
were happy when we
came to work,” said Mobley.
Unfortunately, many
students take advantage of
substitute teachers. They
do not treat them as professionals or with the respect
that their permanent teachers command. So they
make it a day of fun, acting
out and not doing their
schoolwork. Mobley has
experience this firsthand.
“I wish teachers and
substitute teachers could
get more respect and cooperation from parents and
students. It would make a
huge difference in the
classroom, and the morale
of teachers would increase,
she stated.
When Mobley first
started substituting she
had no idea how difficult it
would be. She experienced
a first grader telling her
that she hated her and was

Even if you do not have a
college-aged child at home,
please share this with someone who does. Pass this
scholarship information on to
anyone and everyone that
comes to mind. Though there
are a number of companies
and organizations that have
donated monies for scholarships to African Americans, a
great deal of the money is
being returned because of a
lack of interest.

going to kill her; objects
and curse words hurled at
her and even a student
tried to set her shirt on fire
with a lighter.
Mobley has since resigned as a substitute
teacher, but her whole experience was not bad.
“I will miss all the students who wanted to learn.
Those who were respectful
and cooperative, I wish
there were more students
like that,” she related.
Unfortunately those
few students who cared
were not enough to
counter the disrespect and
threats she experience
daily.
“I’m not trying to go to
jail. I did my best everyday.
I enjoyed teaching, but the
behavior was too much to
continue with. It’s unfortunate that many of our class-

rooms are filled with stress
and it’s more like a combat
zone. This is not a good atmosphere for learning,”
Mobley said.
Mobley counted on the
power of prayer to get her
through each day.
“I did a lot of praying to
survive each day that I
taught. I saw other teachers doing the same even
though we are not allowed
to. But we know that we
can say it silently and have
it in our heart and it will not
offend anyone,” she said.
Even though June was
the last time she’ll step into
classroom, Mobley continues to care for the youth. “I
pray for our students that
they will do better and take
their education serious.”
Congratulations for all
of your hard work and sacrifice!

Gibbs High School Class of ‘57
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gibbs High School
Class of ‘57 celebrated their
57th reunion July 24 and 27
by attending a dinner theater show and church.
On July 24, members
of the class traveled to the
dinner theater in Hudson to
see “Forever Plaid,” an off
Broadway musical revue.
The show brought back
many memories because
the songs were popular
during the 1950s.

African-American students are not
applying for scholarships

A few of the songs they
sang during the course of
the musical included,
“Three Coins in a Fountain,” “Lady of Spain” and
“Love is a Many Splendored Thing.” The harmony was outstanding.
On July 27, the class
worshipped at Bethel Community Church. Afterwards, a delicious meal at
Sylvia’s was enjoyed by all.
Throughout the year
the class will worship at dif-

ferent member’s church
every fourth Sunday.
This class meets each
second Saturday from September to May at Rev. Alvin
Miller’s place on 5th Avenue South. The meetings are held at 4 p.m.
All graduates of the
Gibbs class of 1957 are encouraged to participate.
Carolyn Green Hobbs
is class president and
Yvonne Clemons Clayton
served as reunion chair.

No one is going to knock
on your door and ask if you
can use a scholarship. Take
the initiative to get your children involved. There is no
need for money to be returned to donating companies
because we fail to apply for it.
Please pass this information on to family members, nieces, nephews,
friends with children etc.
We must get the word out
that money is available.

If you are a college student or getting ready to become one, you probably
already know how useful additional money can be.

1) Student Inventors Scholarships http://www.invent.org/collegiate
2) Holocaust Remembrance Scholarships http://holocaust.hklaw.com/
3) Ayn Rand Essay Scholarships http://www.aynrand.org/contests/
4) Brand Essay Competition
http://www.instituteforbrandleadership.org/IBLEssayContest-2002Rules.htm
5) Gates Millennium Scholarships http://www.gmsp.org/
6) Xerox Scholarships for Students
http://www.xerox.com/jobs/minority-scholarships/enus.html
7) Sports Scholarships and Internships http://www.ncaa.org
8) Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund http://www.thurgoodmarshallfund.net/
9) Presidential Freedom Scholarships
http://www.nationalservice.org/scholarships/
10) Microsoft Scholarship Program
http://www.microsoft.com/college/scholarships/minority.asp
11) Guaranteed Scholarships http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com/
12) Easley National Scholarship Program http://www.naas.org/senior.htm
13) Jacki Tuckfield Memorial Graduate Business Scholarship
(for AA students in South Florida) http://www.jackituckfield.org/
14) International Students Scholarships & Aid Help http://www.iefa.org/
15) College Board Scholarship Search
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
16) GE and LuLac Scholarship Funds
http://lulac.org/programs/education/scholarships/index.html
17) CollegeNet ' s Scholarship Database
http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app
18) Federal Scholarships & Aid Gateways 25 Scholarship Gateways from Black Excel
http://www.blackexcel.org/25scholarships.htm

Back to school events and clinics
in Pinellas County 2014
Aug. 11-14 — Boca Ciega High School Clinic – Free and low cost
school & sports physicals by appointment at 924 58th St. S., Gulfport 33707 (call
for appt. – 893-2780, ext. 2199). Appointments available Monday through Thurs.,
Aug. 11-14 from 8 a.m. to noon. Parent must be present at the time of the physical. Please bring the child’s immunization records.
Aug. 11 — Gibbs High School Clinic – Free and low cost school & sports
physicals by appointment at 850 34th St. S., St. Petersburg 33711 (call for appt.
– 893-5452, ext. 2208). Appointments available Mon., Aug. 11 from 8 a.m. to
noon. Parent must be present at the time of the physical. Please bring the child’s
immunization records.
Aug. 11 — Northeast High School Clinic – Free and low cost school &
sports physicals by appointment at 5500 16th St. N., St. Petersburg 33703 (call
for appt. - 570-3025). Appointments available Mon., Aug. 11 from 8 a.m. to noon.
Parent must be present at the time of the physical. Please bring the child’s immunization records.
(Key contact for Boca, Gibbs & NE is Janet Long at 727-570-3025, ext. 1056
or janet.long@flhealth.gov)
Community Health Centers of Pinellas – Physicals will be performed
throughout the summer at most locations. The physical is open to new and existing patients wanting to establish with Community Health Centers. The physicals are low cost for those entering Kindergarten to 12th grade. Families are
asked to schedule their appointments by calling 727-824-8181. Backpacks are
available for those who keep their appointments.
Florida Department of Health in Pinellas County – Clearwater, Mid
County & St. Petersburg –Low cost physicals. Please bring the child’s immunization records. For appointments in Clearwater, call 469-5800, ext. 5245. For
appointments in Mid County or St. Petersburg, Call 824-6900, ext. 4370

Members of the Gibbs High School class of 1957.






Sat., Aug. 9 – 13th Annual Back to School Health & Safety Fair at
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church – 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. with registration ending
at noon, 455 Missouri Ave., Largo 33770 - No sports physical and parent or legal
guardian must accompany child. Over 30 family services and health related
providers, haircuts, snacks and school supplies. (Faye Belskey or Jane @ 5859969 or Faye@poplargo.org)
Sat., Aug. 9 – St. Petersburg College/Health Education Center, 7200
66th St. N., Pinellas Park, 33781– 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. with registration beginning at
8 a.m. Free Student Health Fair (children 19 & under) School & sports participation exams, immunizations (bring immunization card), hearing & vision
screenings, health exhibits & providers, emergency vehicles and meet your
Healthcare Community Leaders.
Sat., Aug. 23 – Largo Back to School Expo and Open House – 10
a.m. – 1 p.m. Locations: Highland Recreation Complex – 400 Highland Ave.,
Largo FL 33770 & Southwest Recreation Complex - 13120 Vonn Rd., Largo, FL
33774. Contact: Christina (727) 587-6740 x 5008
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Job Corps celebrates 50 years of
youth training at luncheon
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Despite the many attempts
to break the back of one of
the oldest social programs to
train and educate underprivileged and underserved
youth in our nation, Job
Corps is the proverbial
phoenix that has continuously risen from the ashes
for 50 years.
The Job Corps 50th Anniversary Community Relations
Council
Award
Luncheon was held last
Wed., July 30 to acknowledge their local and national
success by honoring those
community organizations
and individuals who have
fought the good fight to give
non-traditional students and
dropouts a second chance at
acquiring job skills for the
21th Century.
The breakdown of Organization and Individual
Awards was as follows:
Elected Official AwardCity Council Member, Wengay Newton
Industrial
Council
Award- Dwight Wilson, City
of St. Petersburg
Large Corporate Partner
Award- St. Anthony’s Hospital
Corporate
Partner
AwardGardner-Watson
Decking Inc.
Agency Award-Juvenile
Welfare Board
Large Non-Profit AwardPinellas Opportunity Council
Non-Profit
AwardDeuces Live

Collegiate
Partner
Award- St. Petersburg College
Faith Based Award- Pastor Sam Infanzo, St. Pete
Dream Center
The state-of-the-art gymnasium, located at 500 22nd
St. S., was transformed into a
full buffet style cafeteria to
honor local individuals and
entities that have contributed to help Job Corps
achieve success in the
Tampa Bay area. The
awards luncheon was hosted
by Carol Glover, Business
Community Liaison of Job
Corp and Nikki GaskinCapehart, director of Urban
Affairs for the mayor’s office.
In addition, Charlott
Rhymes and Devon Rismay
were part of the Job Corps
student volunteer group that
helped welcome luncheon
attendees. Rismay also entertained the audience with
an instrumental solo.
A flagship 21st century
program at the Pinellas
County Job Corps is the
green skills training that prepares students for the clean
energy economy through
connections with advanced
manufacturing, automotive
and construction industry
areas. Students in this program will help to protect and
repair the environment while
bolstering the development
of new clean energy technologies.
Education, training and
support services are provided to students at 125 Job
Corps center campuses located throughout the United

States and Puerto Rico.
For those who qualify as
low income, the Job Corps
offers a place to live and an
education to students at no
cost. This education and career technical training program helps young people
ages 16-24 improve their
quality of life through vocational training.
Funded by Congress,
this 50-year-old program
teaches young people skills
they need to become employable and independent,
and places them in meaningful jobs or further education.
In addition to career
training, Pinellas County Job
Corps also provides academic training, including
basic reading and math. Anyone arriving without a high
school diploma or its equivalency will automatically be
enrolled in one of those
classes.
There’s a program for
students needing help with
English, and there’s even a
program to help those needing a driver’s permit obtain
one.
Courses in independent
living, employability skills,
and social skills are offered
in order to help students
transition into the workplace.
The Job Corps was born
out of President Lyndon B.
Johnson’s War on Poverty
and Great Society social programs in 1964. Although the
program has been financially
cut back multiple times, it is
now poised to add new Job
Corps centers in needy

areas. It seems that the mission of the Job Corps has
given it the inertia and
stamina to opponents’ criticisms and budget axes.
To enroll at Pinellas
County Job Corps, please
contact an admissions counselor at (800) 733-5627.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Urban night club experience
comes to the Woodson

Hip Hop guru Angie BEE
buzzes in to Largo

BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN

BY DEXTER MCCREE

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
With the proper lighting,
arched chair aisles, candles strategically placed
and buffet-styled dinner
service, the Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum was transformed into an urban
community night club featuring the jazzy variety
show Romantic Expressions last Sat., Aug. 2.
The evening kicked off
with a locally produced
high definition video
drama entitled “More
Than Friends Addicted To
Love” that featured several of the live performers
for the evening. Producer
Cranstan Cumberbatch
said that the episode that
previewed was part of
what will be a 10-part series.
Cranstan said that he
is currently pitching the
series to work out a possible syndication deal with
CW44, a cloud network
that is connected to a
string of affiliated networks across the country.
Next, the spiritual,
soulful and jazzy sounds of
R.E.X.P. featured three female vocalists Guianna
Brantley, Jessica Hampton
and Andria Young who

sang “I See The God In
You,” “Flaws and All,” and
“Happy.”
The talented trio was
backed
by
Terry
Wortham on bass, Bryan
“Quest Paradox” Carty on
drums/poetry, Frank on
the keyboard and helping
out on vocals, Josh Neri
on the keys, Ray on congas and Beluci also on the
keyboard.
R.E.X.P. started out as
Cranstan’s backup group
to promote his R&B
album in 2006. However,
the musician and artist
quickly realized that
R.E.X.P. brought a variety
of artistic expression to
the table such as poetry,
dance, drama and music.
Cranstan envisioned
R.E.X.P. as the ideal platform for exhibiting the talents of some of the most
gifted local artists from St.
Petersburg. He described
south St. Pete as a diamond in the rough because so much talent has
emerged from the area
and achieved national and
international acclaim.
In addition to musical
entertainment, poetic expressions by Cassy Sweet,
Kay Lawrence, Phillip
Scott and Bryan “Quest
Paradox” Carty brought
down the house. Carmi
Camilia’s “Ready For
Love” and Alex’s rendition

of the Al Green classic
“Let’s Stay Together” provided additional romantic
steam for the evening.
Rounding out the night
was a dance number by
Beryl and a mini-fashion
show showcasing some of
St. Pete’s most handsome
men.
The theme for the
evening showcase was
“Grown.” Cranstan, the
show creator and producer, pointed out that
everyone in the show had
reached that first major
milestone of true adulthood by being 21 and the
same could be said for the
audience.
“This will be an
evening of clean adult entertainment that explores
the realities of love, life
and relationships as seen
through the eyes of romance,”
announced
Cranstan.
Lastly, the number 21
was significant because it
marked the number of
shows that Romantic Expressions has performed
since 2006.
Cranstan’s goal was
that the audience may
have walked in to see a
show but hopefully walked
out feeling the effects of
an experience, a romantic
experience.

Feature Writer

LARGO — The worldwide tour presented by hiphop guru Angie Bee arrived
in Largo last month. Hosted
by FeaFunk Productions, it
was an exciting weekend
for both youth and adults.
Angie Bee is a Christian
author, producer and promoter. For several years
she’s
advocated
and
arranged a platform for
holy hip-hop artists to share
their love and commitment
to Christ via the expressive
art of rap music and the
spoken word.
She is also the host of
the hottest home hotspot
Holy Hip-Hop Radio; airing
from 4-8 p.m. EST weekdays on www.MyJBN.com
(click the Gospel Vibe
link to hear the show).
“The Tour That Angie
Bee Presents” was held at
The Largo YMCA, 1801 –
119th St. N. The event also
featured informative workshops. This was the first
time that this nationwide
tour has stopped in Pinellas
County! Angie Bee and
local community pillar John

Feazell collaborated to
bring this fun-filled event to
the area.
“I’m just honored to
have been connected to
Angie Bee through my
friend Pastor Wanda (McCree),” said Feazell. “This
tour is powerful! It ministers to young people in a
way and language they understand.”
There were appearances by world renowned
artists such as Fava (Ft.
Pierce) and St. Pete’s Slick
Ali, featuring Sojourner.

Additionally, the weekend
workshops included The
Moms N Ministry, Dads on
Duty Workshop and The
Testimonies of a Rapper.
The weekend of outreach was sponsored in
part by the Ridgecrest Boys
and Girls Club and North
County Ministerial Alliance,
Inc.
To learn about Angie
Bee and The Tour, visit her
online at www.DaQueenBee.com, Twitter.com/HH
Hotspot and www.Facebook.com/MeAngieBEE
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

 



   
   

 



 
 










Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family









  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   





 
  

 

 
  



 





 

Victory Christian Center Church

 



  

    



Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389




Pastor Shurrea Daniels

 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567





 
 
 



  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.








 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 


 
     
  
  





Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  

The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

919 18th St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 821-0304
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Visit
our website: www.thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers

Worship - Sundays 11 am & 4 pm
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association Fellowship
Thursdays 7 pm
“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

  
 
 

  
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 



   

 
 
  
 
 
  



   
    
   
  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming events for Aug.

Aug. 9-10 - Pre Church
Anniversary
Celebration
Events:
Aug. 9 - Bible Fun & Fellowship at Maximo Park from
3-6 p.m.
Aug. 10 - Hat & Tie Day dur-

ing 10:45 a.m. service
Aug. 13 - Back to School
Bash (6:30 pm-8:30 p.m.) at the
Child’s Park Community Center
(4301 13th Ave S) to assist the
children in the Child’s Park Community with all the necessary
items needed to return to school.
Over the past four years, the St.
Mark Missionary Baptist Church
through the efforts of the Community Outreach Ministry has
provided backpacks filled with
school supplies as well as other
needed personal care items and
services.
Aug. 18 - First day of school
Aug. 27-30 - Congress No. 2 St. John 1st Baptist, Palmetto, FL
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited

to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4 p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
Saint Petersburg, Florida
Church Office: 727.906.8300
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor

2014 Family and Friends Celebration
Prayer Week
August 11th - 13th - 7 p.m.
Family Reunion Choir Workshop & Concert

August 14th - 15th (Workshop)- 7 p.m.
August 16th - 8 a.m. (Workshop) - 4 p.m.
*Concert: August 16th - 7 p.m.*
Family and Friends Sunday Worship

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the Love
of Christ - Dr. John A. Evans, Sr.,
Pastor
2014 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship”
– II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Mark your calendar
You are invited to attend our
annual Family and Friends Celebratory events at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Prayer Week: Aug. 11 - 13, at
7 p.m. We look forward to your
presence.
Register Now!! You are cordially invited to participate in the
Family Reunion Choir Workshop
and Concert: Aug. 14 - 16. Registration Coordinator: Sister Gayle
Jenkins. Church Office: 727-9068300.

Thursday, Aug. 14: Opening
night featuring Dr. K. Bernard
Parrott, Minister of Music and
Mt. Zion’s Sanctuary Choir. Reverend Louis M. Murphy, Sr., Pastor, Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, Saint
Petersburg, Florida. We look forward to your presence.
Friday, Aug. 15: Choir Workshop at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 16: Choir
Workshop, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Family Reunion Choir Concert: Aug. 16 at 7 p.m. We look
forward to your presence.
Family and Friends Celebration: Aug. 17, at 7:45 a.m., Bishop
Zema Florence, Holy Cathedral
Pentecostal Church, St. Petersburg, Fla. At 10:45 a.m., Dr.
Clarence P. Noble, Pastor of
Greater Saint Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, Tuskegee, Alabama. Musical Worship: Family
Reunion Choir. We look forward
to your presence.

August 17th - 7:45 a.m.
Bishop Zema Florence
Holy Cathedral Pentecostal Church
Saint Petersburg, Florida

Revival 2014: Aug. 18 - 20, at
7 p.m. Guest Evangelist, Dr. Marcus Davidson, Pastor of New
Mount Olive Baptist Church,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. We
look forward to your presence.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to happiness or heaven, you’ll find it
through Jesus Christ. Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., Pastor and the Friendship family welcomes you to our
open doors. Friendships’ Sunday
Praise and Worship are 7:45 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m. Come
join us each Wednesday for Bible
Study at Noon and 7 p.m. Dr.
Evans, Sr., Pastor, invites you to
come join us and share in the
study of God’s word .
Friendship is located at 3300
31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Fla.
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

August 17th - 10:45 a.m.
Dr. Clarence P. Noble, Pastor
Greater Saint Mark Missionary Baptist Church
Tuskegee, Alabama
2014 Revival Week
August 18th - 20th - 7 p.m.
Dr. Marcus D. Davidson, Pastor
New Mount Olive Baptist Church
Fort Lauderdale, Florida
Total Surrender, Total Sacrifice,
Total Stewardship

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House to the City,” under the
leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare the living Word of God. Join
us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen Summit/
Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Building a Stronger
Congregation and Community to

the Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a kaleidoscope of ministries for all ages
and interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line. (727-321-9645)
The Women’s Ministry is actively preparing for their annual
seminar scheduled for Saturday,
Aug. 16, 8:30 am to 2:30 pm. The
theme this year is Sisters Singing
Praises: Hallelujah Anyhow.
Keynote speaker is Minister
Sharon Saulsby of Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church, along
with other presenters and Hallelujah Monologues’. For registration and additional information

please call the church office (3270554).
The Music Department is
having their annual Back to
School Concert on Sunday, August 10, 2014, 4:00 pm. We will be
offering “FREE” backpacks with
school supplies for Elementary,
Middle and High School.
“Maintaining the Faith to
Trust the Unseen in 2014”
Hebrews 11: 1, 6 II Corinthians 4:1
Telephone:
727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.r
r.com Website: www.bmmbc.org

Real Talk With Kisha Jordan National T.V. Show
Every Monday Night
@ 10:30 P.M.
On Comcast,
all Smart Phones and Roku!
www.youtube.com/KJMMinistries

WRXB Praise 1590 AM Presents:
Real Talk With Kisha Jordan
For more information:
http://kishajordanenterprises.org
www.facebook.com/KishaFanPage
813-380-7771 (TV Show Number)

Radio Show

Call In To The Station:

Every Saturday
1:30 - 2:00 P.M.

(Radio Number)

727-864-1600
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